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Karla K. Dennis
Founder and CEO – Cohesive, Cypress, CA


Early on, growing up amidst the tough, hardscrabble streets of Compton, Karla Dennis didn’t just dream of something better, she actively sought a way up; to motivate and move herself beyond settling for the ordinary or accepting peer pressure. Instead, she targeted the extraordinary. What Karla discovered in herself proved to be a unique talent and aptitude in a realm that usually drives people to fear and dread…tax codes. 
Tightly directed and focused, paying and working her own way up Karla earned a master’s degree. She eventually achieved the high proficiency Tax Professional designation of Enrolled Agent. Taking the challenge and risk of proprietorship, Karla began a tiny bookkeeping and tax service in 1990. 
Due to diligence, quality and service, the firm grew. Larger quarters, more people and a new name, “Karla Dennis, Enrolled Agent” followed. Not exactly a bold business adventure, but instead, it reflected a steady advancement.  In 2006, Karla accelerated the pace and opened the horizon, rebranding the business as Cohesive.  Now a comprehensive tax, accounting and consulting service, consistently growing and expanding service to the Orange County community, Cohesive achieved a robust 30% growth for each of the last three years, expanding its client base beyond regional to national. Karla emerged a sought after public presenter.
Today, Karla Dennis is actively sought as a tax expert by the media and has been quoted by Smart Money, CNBC, Consumer Reports and the Real Wealth Network. 

She actively speaks for Loral Langmeier’s Live Out Loud organization and the California Apartment Owners Association, among others. She consistently involves herself with national, regional and local business, women’s associations, and Chambers of Commerce. 
In outreach efforts to inform, inspire and motivate others, Karla Dennis has branded herself as “The Tax Diva”, launching public speaking and involvement programs to educate and engage the community.

Her Cohesive Foundation prides itself in expanding financial education and literacy capabilities of youth in the community.  

Oh yes, there is a personal side: In addition to her business, professional groups and civic involvement, Karla insures that she sets aside time to relish in the accomplishments of her husband of 20 years and their four sons…yes four sons. All of them attend top flight local schools and excel as scholars and athletes.  She volunteers at her children’s school.  And with four active sons and a passion for business and finances, she has been intensely engaged in a spectrum of sponsorships for youth activities, youth sports leagues, youth program fundraising, and even Future Business Leaders of America.  
As one who does not seek awards, Karla Dennis is deeply honored to be considered by the Orange County Business Journal for the possible tribute of Outstanding Women in Business.

Requested business references
1) BANKING INFORMATION:

Union Bank of California – Midge Jones 714-826-0014

2) Accountant

Karen Salvato C.P.A. 626-302-2504

3) Law Firm:

Law Offices of Darrin Dominguez, 
Darin Dominguez – 562-467-6962

4) Insurance Agent:

State Farm Insurance Agency, 
Charlene Hatekeyama, 714-527-8897

5) Major Vendor:

Conaway and Conaway,

Lorraine Conaway 714-527-8897

